
Crowdsourcing with IIIF at The 
British Library

IIIF Conference, June 2022

Rossitza Atanassova, Digital Curator, British Library
Mia Ridge, Digital Curator, British Library



2bl.uk



www.bl.uk

Overview

• How has the British Library used IIIF in 
crowdsourcing in the past? 

• Why we turned to Zooniverse?

• What we did and what is available now

• Next steps and how you can be involved

• Q&A
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@britishlibrary IIIF history
In 2014, the British Library commissioned IIIF work 
on what became the Universal Viewer

The Universal Viewer was designed to replace 
multiple existing viewers on the British Library 
websites

Publishing items with IIIF manifests and images 
enabled other uses within the Library, including 
re-use in crowdsourcing projects on 
https://www.libcrowds.com/ 

https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2017/09/in-the-
spotlight-application-design.html 

https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2017/11/crowd
sourcing-using-iiif-and-web-annotations.html



Playbills 'In the Spotlight'

Collection of over 230,000 printed sheets in 
1,000 volumes 

Minimal cataloguing: 'A collection of playbills 
from miscellaneous Plymouth theatres 
1796-1882'

No information about individual playbills, 
performances, people
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Designing for productivity and 
engagement

http://playbills.libcrowds.com/ 
@LibCrowds Newsletter: http://eepurl.com/btvBKT
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Pulled in IIIF images and metadata
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In the Spotlight produced W3C annotations



In the Spotlight on LibCrowds.com

• Pybossa backend manages the 
validation of results

• Customised interface with Vue.js
• Results are available immediately
• Metadata added to item viewer by 

Collections Metadata team
• Over 2,800 registered volunteers 

internationally 
• Over 265,000 contributions 

completed 157 sets of playbills. 
• When live, has thousands of 

contributions weekly
• But - hard to maintain without 

Research Software Engineers
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Why we turned to Zooniverse? 
• Over 2.5 million registered volunteers

• 90+ currently active projects

• Project Builder: https://www.zooniverse.org/lab

• Provision of user-friendly data analysis tools and apps, eg. ALICE (Aggregate Line 
Inspector and Collaborative Editor)

• Interest in collaborations to make use of existing community standards, eg  IIIF

• British Library already uses Zooniverse: 

• https://www.bl.uk/projects/crowdsourcing-at-the-british-library 
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IIIF + Zooniverse = awesome
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What we did: data import from IIIF manifest
• Project delivered by Mia Ridge (British Library), Samantha Blickhan (Zooniverse/Adler 

Planetarium), Chris Lintott (Zooniverse/Oxford), Jim O’Donnell (Zooniverse/Oxford)

• Phase 1: create subjects from a manifest
• Phase 2:
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What we did: Annotate a manifest with annotation 
collections

Annotate a fragment of a 
canvas (x, y, width, height) 
with a performance title

Annotate a canvas 
with a date
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Next steps: how to get involved
• Check the documentation at 

https://zooniverse.github.io/iiif-annotations/docs
/Add-a-manifest/ 

• Additional project partners wanted 
(institutional/content variety)

• Task type prioritisation (e.g. marking tasks, 
structured data, etc.)

• Options for reviewing annotations before export

• https://github.com/Living-with-machines/zooniv
erse-analysis-workshop
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We want your feedback!

• https://frontend.preview.zooniverse.org/projects/bldigital/in-th
e-spotlight

• https://blog.zooniverse.org/2022/04/20/fun-with-iiif/

• https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2022/04/importing-image
s-into-zooniverse-with-a-iiif-manifest-introducing-an-experime
ntal-feature.html

• BL email: digitalresearch@bl.uk

• Zooniverse email: contact@zooniverse.org

• Thank you!


